LINKING SCIENCE WITH PR ACTICE
IN REGENER ATION
Science and clinical practice in oral regeneration can sometimes be worlds apart. To
drive this field for ward, however, linking
Science and Practice is eminent. That is why
the Osteology Foundation was established
in 2003 by Dr Peter Geistlich and the Geistlich
Pharma AG, with the vision of sponsoring
independent research and education worldwide
in the field of oral regeneration for the benefit
of patients.

Despite all our efforts, however, there are still
many unanswered question in the field of bone
and tissue regeneration. New techniques and
technologies are constantly in development,
and they have to be tested and evaluated to
improve patient treatments.
The Osteology Foundation will continue to
promote research in this field, and to ensure
that knowledge gained from research is
translated into ever yday clinical practice,
always true to its motto “Linking Science with
Practice in Regeneration”.

Since then, the Osteology Foundation Board has
worked continuously to achieve this aim, and,
thereby, activities were gradually expanded.
Nowadays, the Osteology Foundation offers
a broad range of grants, tools, courses, textbooks and symposia for researchers and
practitioners in oral tissue regeneration, always with the aim of bringing the two groups
together and promoting their exchange.

Mariano Sanz
President Osteology Foundation

The Osteology Foundation Board: Paul Note, Istvan Urban, Ronald E. Jung, Christer Dahlin,
Mariano Sanz (President), William V. Giannobile, Pamela K. McClain, Franck Renouard,
Frank Schwarz, Maurício Araújo, Nikolaos Donos, Reinhard Gruber (from left to right)
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CORE ACTIVITIES OF
THE OSTEOLOGY FOUNDATION

HOW THE OSTEOLOGY FOUNDATION WORKS
The Osteology Foundation is a non-profit
organisation. It is steered by an independent
Foundation Board, which sets the objectives
and goals, and distributes the financial
resources to its three committees. It also
elects the President, as well as the members
of the Executive Board, which is responsible
for operational decision-making.

The three committees are supported by the
members of the Osteology Expert Council,
which also helps to expand the Foundation’s
international network. The members are elected
by the Foundation Board.
The Osteology Office provides organisational
and administrative support for all activities
of the Osteology Foundation, and manages
its projects.

The Education Committee is responsible
for Osteology Symposia and the Research
Academy. The Science Committee judges
Grant and Scholarship Applications, and is
responsible for consensus meetings. The
Communication Committee is in charge of
publications, such as the Research Guidelines,
and the development of the Global Osteology
Community Platform THE BOX.

A STRONG NETWORK FOR
ORAL REGENERATION

Funding for Researchers
The Osteology Foundation funds research into all
aspects of oral tissue regeneration. Young and
Advanced Researcher Grants are available as well
as Large Clinical Grants. Research Scholarships help
young investigators to develop their career.

Education for Practitioners
Regenerative therapies require a high degree of
knowledge, practical skills and interaction among
specialists. The Osteology Foundation therefore
organises National and International Symposia in
many countries worldwide.

Best practice for Scientists
In the Osteology Guidelines for Oral & Maxillofacial
Regeneration leading experts present general
aspects on pre-clinical and clinical research.
Scientific background and detailed study protocols
enable readers to conduct high-quality research.

For the current composition of the Committees, the Expert Council as well as the Office, please
visit the Foundation’s website at www.osteology.org.
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Training for Researchers
The Osteology Foundation is running an intensive
course on good scientific practice and research
methodology, the Osteology Research Academy.
Education Grants are available for participation in
these courses.
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There are two stages in the application process:
Stage 1
Based on a short submission, the abstract
application, the Science Committee selects
the best projects, which then progress to the
second stage.

How to apply for grants
Investigators can apply twice a year for research grants for their projects. Different
types of grants are available, depending on the
career level of the investigator, and the type
of study (see table). No geographical limitations
exist. Studies from all countries worldwide
are eligible for funding.

Advanced Researcher Grants

Large Clinical Grants

Young researchers
currently undergoing
post-graduate education
or within three
years thereafter.

Advanced researchers
in the field of oral
tissue regeneration.

Well-established research
groups that demonstrated
expertise through
continuing publications
in peer-reviewed journals.

Grants are limited to
30‘000 Swiss francs
with a maximum project
duration of one year.

Grants are limited to
100‘000 Swiss francs
with a maximum project
duration of two years.

In general, grants will
be limited to 350‘000
Swiss francs with
a maximum project
duration of three years.

■
■
■
■
■

■
■
■
■

■ Hypothesis answering
clinical research question
■ Methodology
■ Facilities and qualifications to conduct a
GCP study
■ Sound and transparent
budget

Application
deadlines

Stage 2
The applicants are invited to present their
projects in detail. On average, about 30 percent
of the first stage are given this opportunity.

STUDIES ARE THE ENGINE
OF DEVELOPMENT.

Young Researcher Grants
Who can
apply?

Applications have to be submitted online
through the website of the Foundation.

Awarding
criteria

Promoting research into all aspects of oral
tissue regeneration is a core task of the
Osteology Foundation. Numerous studies from
all over the world have been funded already
by the Osteology Foundation, and have led to
significant insights in oral tissue regeneration.

Amount of
funding

FUNDING FOR RESE ARCHERS

Courage to take risks
Sound hypothesis
Research plan
Motivation letter
Support letter

15 June and 1 December

Clinical relevance
Originality of hypothesis
Facilities and qualifications
Preliminary data

15 June and 1 December

A list of publications from funded studies can be found
online on www.osteology.org.
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OSTEOLOGY RESE ARCH
SCHOL ARSHIPS

WHAT‘S IN IT?

The Osteology Foundation provides scholarships for young investigators on an annual
basis to develop their scientific career in the
field of oral tissue regeneration.

STARTING INTO A RESEARCH
CAREER IS NOT EASY.
RESEARCH SCHOLARSHIPS
FROM THE OSTEOLOGY
FOUNDATION HELP YOUNG
RESEARCHERS DEVELOP
A SCIENTIFIC CAREER IN THE
FIELD OF ORAL TISSUE
REGENERATION.

Application for one-year scholarships at one
of the Osteology Scholarship Centres worldwide is open to all young researchers with
an academic affiliation. The scholarships are
offered annually and consist of 35’000 Swiss
francs.
Application deadline: 1 December

The big challenge nowadays is to connect
Scientists and Practitioners, and in general
everybody interested in oral tissue regeneration in a continuously growing global context.
Plenty of knowledge and techniques exists
already, and the Osteology Foundation not only
aims to develop it, but also to make it available
to all scientists and practitioners worldwide.
That’s why the Osteology Foundation has set
up the Global Osteology Community Platform
THE BOX, which on the one hand provides
information and tools, but on the other also
connects Science and Practice worldwide, and
supports all existing activities of the Osteology
Foundation online.
Plenty of information and tools have been
added already, and the platform is continuously
growing and expanded – also with your help.

Scientists can plan research projects with the help of the Osteology
Research Wizard. Furthermore, they
find information about protocols and scientific background in the online version of the
Osteology Research Guidelines.

The Case Box helps practitioners to
document and evaluate cases in
different clinical scenarios in oral
regeneration. Users can share cases with
their networks, or browse through the public
case library.

SCIENCE

PRACTICE

Network with colleagues, find new contacts, browse the Library, access abstracts and posters
from Symposia, as well as the latest News. Learn – interact – discuss!

A personal cockpit
MY BOX is your BOX, where you find everything that you have either saved or contributed,
such as grant and scholarship applications,
poster submissions, cases and research
projects, contacts, networks and discussions,
course documentation and certificates, as well
as what is new in your personal network, and
content that you have bookmarked already.

My Box
My Contacts
My Groups
My Courses
My Research

REGISTER NOW,
IT‘S FREE!

My Practice
My Library

w w w . b o x . o s t e o l o g y. o r g
A list of the current Scholarship Centres, application guidelines, and online application is
available on www.osteology.org.
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EDUCATION FOR PR ACTITIONERS
Evidence-based knowledge
The Osteology Foundation places a clear
emphasis on evidence-based knowledge at
all of its symposia and collaborative education
events. Because only people who are aware of
the biological fundamentals of bone modelling
and remodelling and review therapies critically
are ultimately able to pro-vide successful
treatments.
Extensive practical training
From the first incision to the last suture, regenerative therapies require a high degree of
dexterity. In order to remain at the forefront
of cutting edge techniques and materials, it is
crucial to have access to input and practical
training. That’s why the Osteology Foundation
focusses on hands-on workshops at all its
symposia.

UP TO TODAY, THE OSTEOLOGY FOUNDATION
HAS EDUCATED MORE THAN 39’000 PRACTITIONERS
WORLDWIDE IN NATIONAL AND INTERNATIONAL
SYMPOSIA AND AT COLLABORATIVE EDUCTION EVENTS.

34 NATIONAL OSTEOLOGY
SYMPOSIA, IN 15 COUNTRIES,
4 CONTINENTS

REGENERATIVE THERAPIES REQUIRE
A HIGH DEGREE OF KNOWLEDGE,
PRACTICAL SKILLS AND INTERACTION
AMONG SPECIALISTS.

5 INTERNATIONAL OSTEOLOGY
SYMPOSIA, EACH WITH UP TO
3000 PARTICIPANTS

Exchange on equal terms
Each patient and each clinical situation is different.
Extensive Q&A sessions, interactive forums and
case discussions all encourage Osteology Symposia
participants to share their ideas, and discuss their
own cases. Attending also means joining in!

12 COLLABORATIVE EDUCATION
EVENTS, IN 7 COUNTRIES,
4 CONTINENTS
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TR AINING FOR RESE ARCHERS
The Osteology Research Academy
Not ever yone can work within a group of
inter nationally renowned researcher s,
and many scientists do not have access to
the knowledge and the partners they need.
Therefore, the Osteology Foundation has
created a training programme for good
research practice: the Osteology Research
Academy.

Core Module
The 1-week Core Module is geared towards
post-graduates, research affiliates from industry and practitioners interested in research.
The course aims to convey the requisite knowhow for successful research.
■ Fundamentals of dental research
■ Selection of study design and of suitable
analytical methods for data acquisition
■ Analytical and critical interpretation of
data, scientific writing and publication
strategy
Expert Module
The Expert Module provides deeper insights
and focuses on hard tissue regeneration in
terms of bone anatomy, histology, (patho)
physiology and molecular biology aspects.
The 2.5-day course offers hands-on training
with renown experts.
■ Histological techniques, tissue
processing and sample preparation
■ Microscopic and molecular biology
techniques
■ Analysis and critical interpretation of
acquired data

Regular updates, course locations and dates as well as online registration are available on www.osteology.org.
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TRAINING IN RESEARCH
METHODOLOGY CAN MAKE
ALL THE DIFFERENCE.

Education Grants

IT ‘S NOT
A TEXTBOOK,
Osteology
Education Grants are offered
annually
to
suppor t par ticipation in the
IT ‘S A FIRST INTRODUCTION
Osteology Research Academy. All young
TO ORAL
REGENERATION.
investigators
with an academic affiliation can
apply. Detailed application guidelines and
submission can be accessed online.
Deadline: 1 December

Oral Regeneration in a Nutshell
The aim of this small book by the authors
Chr istoph Hämmer le, Giulio Rasper ini,
Daniel Thoma, and Nele Van A ssche, is
to introduce novices to the complex but
fascinating field of oral regeneration and
to provide a basic overview on indications,
procedures and materials used. The essentials
of periodontal regeneration, regeneration

of bone and soft tissues, as well as ridge
preservation, are introduced. The aims of the
different therapies, underlying principles,
clinical indications, and surgical procedures,
are presented in a very simple way by means
of illustrations and clinical images.

“ The ORA Lucerne gave me the opportunity
to meet interesting colleagues from all over
the world in a great atmosphere. Attending
high-level presentations and workshops
broadened my scientific horizon.”
Jonas Lorenz,
Germany, participant in Lucerne 2015

Further information and an online version are available on www.oral-regeneration.org.
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Further information and an online version are available on www.oral-regeneration.org.
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GUIDELINES
FOR PR ACTITIONERS

BEST PR ACTICE FOR SCIENTISTS
Not only experienced scientists but also those
just starting their research careers can benefit
from the series Osteology Guidelines for Oral
& Maxillofacial Regeneration. These books,
which deliver scientific background and detailed study protocols, enable readers to
conduct systematic and meaningful studies
in the field of oral tissue regeneration.

What experts say about the Osteology
Research Guidelines:

Book 1: Pre-clinical research
The first book, published by William V.
Giannobile and Myron Nevins, covers preclinical research. It focusses on selecting
the most suitable translational models for a
given problem and which study protocols have
proven most successful. Ethical and regulatory
aspects round off the book.

■■ “T hese research guidelines are really relevant for the researchers.”
Prof. Dr. Jan Lindhe, Sweden

Consensus Workshops translate scientific
evidence into guidelines for the user
The body of evidence in regenerative dentistry
is growing constantly through the publication
of research results in scientific journals. Since
it is difficult for the practitioner to review all
the literature, the Osteology Foundation organises and contributes to consensus workshops. During these workshops a group of renowned experts reviews the evidence and
summarises it with guidelines and recommendations for the practitioner.

■■ “T his book is a valuable addition to any
dental library and is an essential reference
for both undergraduate and postgraduate
students and researchers in all disciplines
of dentistry.”
Louise Dunphy, UK
British Dental Journal

2014
Consensus Workshop of the American Academy of Periodontology, suppor ted by the
Osteology Foundation: Periodontal Regeneration and Tissue Engineering - Published
in the Journal of Periodontology (Vol 86, Supplement, February 2015)

■■ “T his book is a significant help and reference
for every clinical researcher in the field of
oral regeneration. I recommend this book
in every way and without limitations.”
Prof. Dr. Dr. Wilfried Wagner, Germany

Book 2: Clinical research
The second book, published by William V.
Giannobile, Niklaus P. Lang and Maurizio
S. Tonetti, focuses on clinical research in
oral tissue regeneration. This volume pays
particular attention to the development of
study protocols, validated measurements
and analytical methods. As in the first volume,
ethical and regulator y aspects are also
addressed.

A WEALTH OF EXPERIENCE
CONDENSED INTO BEST
RESEARCH PRACTICES:
OSTEOLOGY RESEARCH
GUIDELINES.

2 nd European Workshop in Dental Education
organised by the Association for Dental
Education in Europe: Postgraduate Education
in Implant Dentistry - Published in the European Journal of Dental Education (Vol 18,
Supplement s1, March 2014)
2012
1st Osteology Consensus Workshop organised by
the Osteology Foundation: Evidence and Recommendations for the Treatment of Extraction
Sockets - Published in Clinical Oral Implants
Research (Vol 23, Supplement 5, February 2012)

2013
10 th European Workshop in Periodontology
organised in partnership with the European
Federation of Periodontology: Periodontal
Plastic Surgery and Soft Tissue RegenerationPublished in the Journal of Clinical Periodontology (Vol 41, Supplement 15, April 2014)

Both books can be ordered online. Online versions are available on THE BOX (see p. 9).
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